Wilton

BY BERNARD McCORMICK

LAST FALL THIS MAGAZINE ran an article on the
bar scene, in which it was noted that William Thies &
sons, the long time distributor of Miller Beer and other
flavors, had sold its Fort Lauderdale operation to a Mi-
ami-based Miller distributor. So what do you do with

H a 10-acre distribution facility in Wilton Manors when
. the beer trucks drive off for the last time?
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WILTON STATION

ow aboul a 0-ncre
real  estale  develop-
menl  called Wilion

Station? On paper, ihe
27 2-residentialicomme -
cial complex s one of
Broward Counly's mosl
mileresting  redeviebap-
menl  papecls Laocated
mear the bive posnts inder
section of Wilion Manors, hand by the FEC railroad, it ap
pears p-:r!c-..'l:[:.. |'|I;|4.'|..11I s Bl @l ma |.".!'IIIII.'II.'II'Ii.|.:|- that has
hecomse one of South Florida s
conspicsoms gay munscipalities. An estimated G0 perecm
af Wilion Manoss" ressdents are gay, and the oty has & gay
mapority on its council. Wilbosn Dinve, ope of the five roads
that mect af five points, is Glled with night spots for the bo
maoscyual community and many gay-owned busimesses
Amang the principals i Wilton SMaton, n surprs
ingly, i William Thies, L1 o member of the Tumily wha
has ovwmed ihe land for years, William Thies and his brother
Jim wre also in the bar busipess. They ook over the beer
distnbutorhip (mom their father, William Thiss, Ji, who
in fum suceecded his father, who bought the business in
the |96k, Thies is poaned in Wilton Station by [ George
Gialluzeo, a dentist and longtime friend. Galluzzo hos been
invalved i real estate almost as bong as be hos been in den
tstry, which is 14 vears, The wieam also redeveloped Guli-
stream Condominims of Las Olas, a condominiom along
the Himmarihes Canal in downtown Forl Lasdendale.
Baoth are directors of Gulfstream Media Group, publisher
ol Grold Coqvr Mervazine.

and the couniry s= sl

The oiher members of the I.|'|."|1."I1|:lllh.'l'll: ETOUP Are Jim
E. Ellis, an experienced developer and former Blockbuster
enecutivie: Thomas B louth, an ATy and CPA: and John
Custer, a retined contractor. The operation, which has been
highly pr.l:uud. by the COMAMINNY, GPRoars L B Bursd Claks
all e Wiy Archiect Vemon Prerce 1 himiself 8 Wiltos
Manors resident. The Galleria Collection, headed vy Pl
MicHae, s |:;||1|.1l||:g willes aiEnd ‘:Illl.'-.{'l.rq:tnr.’ﬂ:lln 14 the pen-
eral contracior,

Fosmer Wikion Mapors Mayor Jim Storck has called
Wiltoa Station “an amaring New Urbanism project.™ Wil
ton Manors govemment alficials fend o agnee

“We weni I'|1.rn|,.||;h the cily, coumnly wnad stale J|_1pr|.n'u|
process, without o single vote against us. and thal s unprec-
edented,” said Dr. Galluzeo,

(Top) Idyllic walkways make this place o
homa. (Above) Incorporating water s n
must in Fort Lauderdnle.

closely with Wilton Mamors Main Strect, the ponprofit cor-
[ wa o creating a vision for Wilkom Drive on o trachitional
sErll=10%m., l'h,"illll."v.lr:lilll-rr'll.'lldlj CEER

“Me wvanled o |.||,-'.i_.::|| a 1.||:|.hpu [[5] -\.'11|'|'-j"|||:l1h'r|| Wilion
Mamors, mil overiake 11" said Hal Miksch, executive direc-
tor of the organiration, In that scnse, Wilion Siation might
be called a village within a village. The plans look mone
like what ome would expect o lind oo Las Olas Boulevand.
The gated. residential sectiod will consist of pwnlkmes,
lofix, tower suites and muliilevel brownstones. There will
be 58 garages. 272 air-conditioned storage units and 16
ponlside cabanas. Al the hean of the project is Club W.S.A
recreation center with & reson-siyle swimming pool, naged
h:.. cabanas. & rock waterfall pnd two s The dcm-.'hll'q.‘ru
are taking advantage of a sechon of the Morth Fork of the
Mididle River at the rear (north end) of the project, There
will be a 3E-ood boardwalk offenng oppontamty fod
srmall hasting

Scparale from the resdences, and facing Iidh et
willl be | 8000 squane feet of commerncid [rontage

The propect appears so focused on s market= with an
emphasis on exercise and pet-fnendly ameniies shown i
he popilar with gay buyers— that it received an unusual



! 1
L]

it e

; nu
F||||II

Wilton Station will not be & staid developmant,
ol flourishes. It will be a busting hub designed

ol the gavy COMETMLILY

Obviously aware of the appeal of Wilion Statwon 1o
the goy community (response from o gay publication his
becn greater than mainstream acda), the developers are
st e bess llullclmj_' 0@ gonct al andicnce as well Thq:_':
think the locatksn warrants that,
sireet from the very popular Cld Flonda Sealfood House,
and lhu_*} hn'||'|-_' the locaton by the FREU
q...un-.:\.J.n:; becoane & h|_||_.'_'u advaniape. The FEC i inpsenly
campaigming 0 become pait of [rn-Ral, which makes all

It ix directly across the

tracks maghi

the sense i D workd becaose that trck 15 far mone o
ful as a commuter line than the present e on the C3X
plong Intersinte 95, When Tr-Rail was launched in e
kate 1980k, the FEUC wanted no pant of passenger iranms,
The railrond has since been sold, however, and the new
managemend is selling and developing s vand feal edate

but will be alive with accenta and architectur-
for o very active life, those involved saild.

holdings along the route. [t 503 8 comnurler SEMvice as
a catalyst for developing its propery. Tr..\rll-.'ul;nh_. i the
W bW S ;j_||_|-||]_l the route, Thene has even been thaqight
given 1o linking the present Tri-Rail route 1w the FEC in
Browand County in order to serve the business districts of
Fort Landerdale, Hollywood and Miami. The present CSX
route lakes Tri-Rail west in Dade County o o terminues
near the Miami Indermnational Airpoe, far from the business
core of the city, As the name Willon Station suggests, any
future wop near e new development would make 0 one
of the more ideally sitmsted pessdential kocabions
Broward County

Moreover, a statbon near Wilton Station would surely
Tulure, imnsioaming
a small bl interesting place into & ransportation hub,
voilh all the ancillary redevelopment ol far behind

have an cffect on Willon Manors®



